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plhers who offered their services thought that work meant
ordering people about. Part of this feeling of helplessness
was no doubt due to the nervous collapse brought about
by the terror of the earthquake, and it must have
gradually lessened.

In marked contrast with this was the energy and
capacity of the large numbers of relief workers who
poured in from other parts of Bihar and other provinces.
It was wonderful to see the spirit of efficient service of
these young men and women and, in spite of the fact that
a host of separate relief organizations were working, there
was a great deal of co-operation between them.

In Monghyr I indulged in a theatrical gesture to give
a push to the self-help movement far digging and
removing the debris. I did so with some hesitation, but
it turned out to be a success. All the leaders of the relief
grganizations went out with spades and baskets and did a
^>od day's digging, and we brought out the corpse of a
little girl. I left Monghyr that day, but the digging went
on and many local people took it up with very good results.

Of all the non-official relief organizations the Central
Relief Committee, of which Rajendra Prasad was the
head, was far the most important. This was by no means
a purely Congress organization, and it developed into an
all-India body representing various groups and the
donors. It had^ however, the great advantage of having
die Congress organization in the rural areas at its disposal.
In no province in India, except Gujarat and some districts
of the United Provinces, were the Congress workers
more in touch with the peasants. In feet the workers
themselves came largely from the peasantry ; Bihar is
pre-eminently the peasant province of India and even its
middle classes are closely allied to the peasantry* Som&-
Times, when, as Congress Secretary, I went to iospeot the